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Information

3 minutes from Aobayama subway station

Contact Contact 
IRIDeS Public Relations Office
Phone: +81-22-752-2049
Email: koho-office@irides.tohoku.ac.jp

,
IRIDeS has an exhibition space to introduce our research activities to the public. It 
is also equipped with the largest 3D screen among Japanese research institutes. 
Upon request, IRIDeS screens the 3D documentary film “The Great Tsunami in 
Japan: reflecting on the 2011 disaster” (80min/25min, Japanese/English). The film 
was created by NHK Media Technology and supervised by IRIDeS Director and 
Professor Fumihiko Imamura, to pass on memories and experiences of the Great 
East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami.

Conveying the results of practical disaster　prevention researchConveying the results of practical disaster　prevention research
from TOHOKU to the worldfrom TOHOKU to the world

Edited and published by:Edited and published by:

IRIDeS, Tohoku UniversityIRIDeS, Tohoku University
468-1, Aza-Aoba, Aramaki, Aoba-ku, Sendai,980-0845
URL: http://irides.tohoku.ac.jp/eng/index.html

(Natsuko Chubachi, IRIDeS Public Relations Office)

Since April 2016, the IRIDeS newsletter has appeared in 
renewed form as IRIDeS NEWs. Along with the print 
version, you are also encouraged to check out our website:
http://irides.tohoku.ac.jp/irides-news/http://irides.tohoku.ac.jp/irides-news/
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Affected Tohoku Areas TodayAffected Tohoku Areas Today
In late April, 2016, we visited Rikuzentakata City, Iwate Prefecture, and Kesennumua City and Minamisanriku Town, Miyagi Prefecture, 
all of which were heavily affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011. Engineering works to reconstruct these places are 
ongoing everywhere. It is difficult to imagine the original townscapes before the disaster.

According to Urban Development and Improvement Division of the Reconstruction Bureau, 
Rikuzentakata City, the fi rst coastal levee in contact with the sea has already been fi nished 
(3 meters above sea level, which is measured from T.P. (Tokyo Peil) in Japan), and 
approximately 95% of work has been completed to construct the second levee that stands 
landward (T.P. + 12.5m). The photo on the right is of the second levee. The city has a plan 
to plant pine trees between the two levees, so that they can reconstruct their renowned 
pine forest. Land raising sites for proposed urban districts have been almost completed.

Shishiori District, Kesennuma is located on the deepest part of Kesennuma Bay. 
Construction of disaster recovery public housing is proceeding in the district that 
was completely burnt down by a fire that followed the tsunami. New gas stations and 
convenience stores will open one after another alongside the arterial roadway that was 
newly rebuilt on a different route after the disaster. Many marine product processing 
factories have been rebuilt on the coastal land in Shishiori District, just as the old days, 
and some of them started operating already.

Most of the city districts have been raised. The frame of the public disaster prevention 
offi ce of Minamisanriku Town stands as if it was buried in these raised lands. “Sun sun 
shopping village,” the town’s largest temporary shopping arcade located in Shizugawa 
District, is planning to move to the raised land area in front of the disaster prevention 
offi ce, with some new businesses. They are preparing for its new opening on March 3, 
2017, after “sun sun” (meaning “sun-soaked,” but “sun” is also a homonym of “three” in 
Japanese)
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The place where the former JR 
Rikuzentakata Station used to be

The 2nd levee
being constructed

Hirota Bay and a levee

Public housing
in the background

Shizugawa, Minamisanriku

The place where the large fi shing 
trawler used to be

The public disaster
prevention offi ce

BRT of JR
Shishiorikarakuwa Station

Minamisanriku Town

We visited Taro, Miyako, Iwate in June 2016.

As a group relocation project for disaster mitigation, the Sanno housing development 
is moving to a higher ground area that was leveled by clearing a mountain forest 
at 40-50m elevation, northeast of its original location. This higher ground has 
159 housing plots and 71 disaster public housing units, and is now witnessing a 
construction boom. People have already started living there. As of June 1, 2016, 299 
individuals or 123 households already resided there. Public facilities such as a fi re 
station, a police box and a day care have been completed in this development.

Urban Districts of Taro were completely destroyed by a mega 
tsunami in March, 2011.

The district had remained vacant, surrounded by coastal 
levees raised approx. 70cm higher. But Taro Baseball Ground 
was fi nally completed in April 2016.

When we visited, a junior high school baseball 
tournament was being held. Echoing cheers in the town 
sounded like a cheering song for the town and people 
who are recovering from the disaster.

Right now, for shopping, residents need to rely on mobile vendors or have 
to go down to retail stores or convenience stores alongside Route 45, but 
evacuated stores that are in business temporarily in roadside stations or 
in Greenpia Taro alongside the highway are planning to move into the 
development. According to the Regional Development Division of Taro, 
now there are three buses a day, but the number is going to be increased 
with population growth. 
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