
 
Promoting Academic Exchange and Interdisciplinary Research 
Collaboration with Uzbekistan (April 13 and June 1,2026) 

Theme: International Collaboration, Central Asian Studies, Interdisciplinary Research, Disaster Resilience 
Venue: Tohoku University, Sendai, Japan  

On 13 April 2026, Tohoku University and the National University of Uzbekistan jointly 
hosted an international academic exchange conference in conjunction with the signing of a 
Memorandum of Understanding between the two institutions. 

The conference brought together vice-presidents, alongside faculty members and students 
from both universities to present and discuss research on a wide range of topics, including 
education, culture, disasters, environmental change, and community resilience. Participants 
explored common challenges and opportunities shared by Japan and Central Asia, while 
identifying new avenues for future collaboration.  

Representing the International Research Institute of Disaster Science (IRIDeS), Professor 
Sébastien Boret (Inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction Lab) introduced the institute’s 
history, mission, and contributions to disaster science, with particular emphasis on 
interdisciplinary and internationally collaborative research. He also presented a promising 
avenue for future cooperation through a research initiative entitled “Remembering 
Environmental Change and Slow-Onset Disasters in Uzbekistan and Central Asia.” 
Drawing on perspectives from anthropology, memory studies, and environmental social 
sciences, the project examines how communities remember and respond to long-term 
environmental transformations and slow-onset disasters, particularly in the Aral Sea region.  

On 1 June 2026, building on the discussions initiated during the April exchange, the Graduate 
School of Education organized a workshop entitled “Expanding Interdisciplinary Research 
from Central Asia”. The event gathered researchers from diverse fields, including literature, 
education, agriculture, astronomy, climate change, migration studies, and disaster science, to 
explore future collaborative research opportunities in Central Asia. Assistant Professor Yuta 
Hara (2030 Global DRR Agenda Office) participated in the workshop. He presented his 
research on local knowledge and resilience to slow-onset disasters, highlighting the 
importance of community-based knowledge in adapting to long-term environmental change, 
including in the Aral Sea region.  

Together, these events strengthened academic ties between Tohoku University and the 
National University of Uzbekistan and contributed to the development of an interdisciplinary 
international research network focused on Central Asia. They also laid important groundwork 
for future joint research projects and upcoming international conferences in Uzbekistan, 
while opening new opportunities for collaboration in disaster science, environmental studies, 
cultural heritage, and community resilience. 

 

Prepared by: Sébastien Boret (Inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction Lab)  
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   Local food of Uzbekistan        Presentation by Professor Boret 
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