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The Faculty of Engineering, Chulalongkorn University, hosted the 18th Aceh International
Workshop and Expo on Sustainable Disaster Recovery (AIWEST-DR 2026) on 22—-24 July
2026 in Bangkok, Thailand. The conference was co-organized with the Tsunami and Disaster
Mitigation Research Center (TDMRC), Universitas Syiah Kuala, IRIDeS (Tohoku University),
and numerous international academic and governmental partners. The 2026 theme,
'Resilience by Design: Systems for Sustainable Recovery,' highlighted interdisciplinary
approaches to disaster resilience, recovery, risk reduction, and sustainable development.

Day 1 featured keynote lectures by Professor and Deputy Governor of Bangkok Tavida
Kamolvej; IRIDeS Director Prof. Shunichi Koshimura (Disaster Geo-Informatics Lab);
Professor Akira Kodaka (Keio University); Giorgia Giardina (TU Delft); Bhichit Rattakul (Thai
Network for Resilience); and Adam Switzer (Nanyang Technological University). This was
followed by a SATREPS special session on sustainable systems for resilience and innovation
in coastal communities, chaired by Assoc. Prof. Anawat Suppasri (Tsunami Engineering Lab),
and then the official opening ceremony and keynote lectures covering earthquake and tsunami
research in Thailand, lessons from Cyclone Senyar in Aceh, flood disasters under extreme
weather, smart seismic materials, digital twins for disaster resilience, and earthquake
observation platforms. Parallel sessions focused on hazard assessment, disaster education,
inclusive community resilience, and disaster engineering.

Day 2 consisted of scientific sessions covering smart cities, community resilience, tsunami and
flood risk, health and well-being, governance, finance, resilient infrastructure, disaster
preparedness, evacuation, and community innovation. The conference concluded with a
closing ceremony and banquet celebrating continued international collaboration. On Day 3,
participants joined a technical tour to Thailand's Earthquake Observation Warning facilities and
the National Disaster Warning Centre.

In total, 22 IRIDeS researchers made a strong contribution to AIWEST-DR 2026, delivering 20
presentations across a broad range of thematic sessions. The largest contributions were in
Hazard Impact Assessment (5 presentations) and Inclusive Community Resilience & Disaster
Education (5 presentations), followed by Disaster Society, Culture & History (4), Business
Continuity Management (2), Urban Planning, Reconstruction & Recovery (2), and Disaster
Response and Evacuation (2). These presentations reflected the breadth of IRIDeS research,
spanning hazard assessment and modelling, tsunami science, inclusive disaster risk reduction,
disaster education, disaster memory, business continuity, urban resilience, post-disaster
recovery, and disaster response.

IRIDeS members were also recognised for their outstanding research achievements during
the conference. In particular, Muhammad Daffa Al Farizi, Anawat Suppasri, Tsuyohasi
Nagasawa, Yukio Mabuchi, Yuuya Narita, Hidetoshi Masuda, Shuji Moriguchi, Yoshinori
Shigihara, Daichi Sugo, and Fumihiko Imamura received the Best Paper Award for their
presentation, Consideration of the Time-Lag Effects in Submarine-Landslides Based on 3D
Slope Stability Analysis in Toyama Bay. This recognition highlights the high quality and
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international impact of IRIDeS research presented at AIWEST-DR 2026. Assoc. Prof. Erick
Mas (Disaster Geoinformatics Lab), Jheyder Perez, Luis Moya, Shunichi Koshimura were also
awared best paper award for Developing a Global Tsunami Evacuation Model (GTEM): A
Practitioner-Centered Framework for Local Government Planning and Education. Finally,
former student of Anawat and affiliated with the Tsunami Engineering Lab, Dr. An-Chi Cheng,
received the best paper award for a paper co-authored with Anawat Suppasri and Erick Mas
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