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IRIDeS: A Learning space for life

Nippon Koei Co. Ltd., Researcher
(72 IRIDeS By#% 2014 ~2017 ) Rubel DAS

A regular weekend afternoon on 25 April
2015. Suddenly, there were continuous
notification sounds of emails from my IRIDeS
official account. All emails were coming
from my colleagues, and it was my first-time
experience having a sudden surge of emails
in my newly started job career. Then, I could
sense something went wrong. From those
emails, I got to know that Nepal experienced
the worst disaster (earthquake) few hours back
on that day. My colleagues were assessing
the situations (i.e, damage assessment, source
of an earthquake, etc.) and were discussing
the response strategies. The initiatives on
the Nepal earthquake have created an eternal
impression that IRIDeS is always ready for
disaster response and the study area of IRIDeS
is not bound to geographic boundary. After a
few weeks of this event, IRIDeS sent a taskforce
team under the guidance of Prof. Shinichi
Egawa, major in medical science, for learning
lessons from the disaster. Being responsible
for fact-finding on logistics, I was selected to
be a member of this team. We visited several

Nepal disasters affected areas and interviewed
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many frontline fighters. This site visit was an
eye-opener for me. I understood that field-level
management after a disaster is much harder
than imagined.

IRIDeS is a place where learning and
discussion go altogether. I should mention
particularly the name of Prof. Makoto Okumura
who has taught me the basics of several
mathematical modeling techniques. System
dynamics modeling is one of them. This
technique incorporates all relevant sub-systems
in a single framework but excludes irrelevant
entities. While I make a mathematical model in
my current workplace, I still revisit those ideas.
Therefore, I am thankful to IRIDeS for my life
lesson.

I am now working as a researcher at
Nippon Koei Co. Ltd. Here, I focus on tsunami
evacuation, resilience, and smart city planning.
The basic knowledge of all those fields came
to me from IRIDeS. Though I have moved to
a different workplace, IRIDeS will always be
special to me since it was my first workplace

and gave me many fond memories.
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