2024 Disaster Resilience Co-Creation Research Project

. Preservation and Dissemination of Diverse .
Research Title Disaster Narratives through Kamishibai Research Topic 2-HR

Name Julia Gerster Job Title Associate
Professor
Affiliation IRIDeS, Tohoku University
Research members (Select "O" for faculty member in charge at IRIDeS)
Name Affiliation
O Julia Gerster Inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction, IRIDeS, Tohoku University
Akihiro Shibayama Disaster Culture and Archive Studies, IRIDeS, Tohoku University
Kaoru Ueda Hoover Institution, Stanford University
Hidenobu Fukumoto  [Machimonogatari Seisaku linkai
Research Period June 1, 2024 to March 31, 2025 Budget Amount | 700,000

(JPY)

Brief Description of Research Outline

In the first phase of our project, we created disaster kamishibai based on interviews with non-
Japanese disaster survivors and presented them at an international symposium on diversity and
disaster risk reduction. Preliminary findings indicate that these performances enhance both disaster
awareness among foreign residents and mental well-being among storytellers. In a second phase, we
would like to further examine the effects of kamishibai on audience understanding of diverse needs in
disaster contexts and on the mental health of performers. .

Concrete outcomes and social impacts of this research

We conducted and analyzed interviews with non-Japanese disaster survivors, generating narratives
that formed the basis of two original disaster kamishibai. These were performed at an international
symposium on diversity and disaster risk reduction (IRIDeS, March 2025), followed by a dialogue with
foreign residents, storytellers, and integration as well as disaster preparedness officials of SenTIA.
We also initiated studies on audience responses and the mental health impact on performers. Our
findings were shared at the JAWS conference (Hyogo University, April 2025). The project attracted
media attention, with NHK World featuring it in a documentary episode on April 21, 2025. Moreover,
we translated 50 existing disaster kamishibai from Japanese to English and arranged their archiving
at the Hoover Institution, Stanford University. At least two academic papers are in preparation. These
activities have deepened understanding of disaster experiences across cultures, strengthened
networks between local and international communities, and contributed to more inclusive disaster
education practices. Especially, the special documentary and the archiving of the translated
kamishibai are expected to raise risk awareness and multicultural understanding among a wider
population beyond academia.
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ad the narration and dialogue that accompanies the picture cards.

Publications

Preserving Disaster Memories for Posterity. Where we call home, NHK World, April 21, 2025
https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/shows/2087 144/

Julia Gerster. Coping with trauma through Storytelling: Insights from Disaster Kamishibai.
Presentations held at Japan Anthropology Workshop Conference at Hyogo University, April 4, 2025.

Julia Gerster. Narrating traumatic experiences through kamishibai. Presentation at trauma and
narratives Workshop, IRIDeS, March 21, 2025.

Teppei lkumasa (Fukumoto Hidenobu): /38— JL AR K E¥EE. Kamishibai. March 2025.

Teppei Ikumasa (Fukumoto Hidenobu): 1 ¥ 1) X A& Y58, J®E+H 9, Kamishibai. March 2025.

Translation and archiving of over 50 Disaster Kamishibai at the Hoover Institution Library and
Archives (public access in preparation) https://fanningtheflames.hoover.org/kamishibai-collection

Total Publications: 6



Symposium, Seminars and Workshops related to this study.

Gerster, Julia; Ueda Kaoru, Teppei Ikumasa (Hidenobu Fukumoto), Horino, Okazaki: Disaster
Storytelling through Kamishibai. Telling the experiences of non-Japanese disaster survivors (#f:Z /&<
FHKREEE BEREESNEADIRSR). International symposium held at Tohoku University March 20,
2025. Contents: Introduction of the research project by Gerster and Ueda, Overview of challenges
faced by non-Japanese residents in disaster situations and examples from the Great East Japan
Earthquake by SenTIA, Kamishibai performance of two non-Japanese survivor stories, panel
discussion with Fukumoto, Ueda, SenTIA, and the two non-Japanese residents from the Kamishibai
on disaster preparedness and inclusive disaster risk reduction, Q&A with the audience.

Gerster Julia, Craig Christopher, Maly Liz, Fukumoto Hidenobu. International Trauma and Narratives
Workshop, March 21, 2025, IRIDeS. Discussion of Kamishibai, picture books, comics, manga,
poems, and other art forms as a tool to convey and discuss possibly traumatic experiences targeting
different age groups.

Total events: 2

Direct contribution to the affected area, or possible affected area (Inside, and outside of Japan)

We discussed multicultural disaster preparedness with a group of disaster

Namie Town kamishibai performers in Namie

We organized the symposiuim "Disaster Storytelling through Kamishibai. Telling
the experiences of non-Japanese disaster survivors" to facilitate exchange with
Sendai City disaster survivors and other residents in Sendai and discussed inclusive
disaster risk reduction. The event was also advertised as an activity for Sendai
City's "Foreigner Disaster Prevention Leaders."

Total contribution: 2

International Activities

Name of the counterpart Center for Integrated Japanese Studies (Tohoku

N f the Activity |~ .~ . . ; . ;
ame ot ACIVILY linstitution University) and University of Lorraine

We held a workshop on trauma and narratives together with Prof. Christopher
Workshops Craif of the Center for Integrated Japanese Studies and Prof. John Bak,
University of Lorraine. About 10 researchers participated.

Name of the counterpart

Name of the Activity institution

Hoover Institution, Stanford University

"Disaster Storytelling through Kamishibai. Telling the experiences of non-Japanese

Workshops disaster survivors" (see above)

Total activities: 2
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2024 Disaster Resilience Co-Creation Research Project

The Disaster Picture Book Project -
Research Title International comparative analysis of narratives, [ Research Topic 2-HR
texts, and images in disaster pictures books

Associate

Name Elizabeth Maly Job Title Professor

Affiliation IRIDeS, Tohoku University

Research members (Select "O" for faculty member in charge at IRIDeS)

Name Affiliation

O Elizabeth Maly |IRIDeS

. Tohoku University Graduate School of Information Sciences (IRIDeS
Ryo Saito

Concurrent)
Julia Gerster IRIDeS
Naomi Chiba IRIDeS (Visiting Researcher)

Dan Abramson  |University of Washington

Mayumi Willgerodt |University of Washington

Research Period June 1, 2024 to March 31, 2025 | Budget Amount | 700,000

(JPY)

Brief Description of Research Outline

The research in this Disaster Picture Book Project TEX#&AT O 4 k] includes:1) an
investigation and inventory of disaster picture books; 2) analysis of the narratives, text, and images
used in the pictures to convey the stories and experiences of disasters; 3) categorization and
grouping of disaster pictures books based on themes and above-mentioned aspects; 4)
characterization of “3.11 disaster picture books” (about the Great East Japan Earthquake, tsunami,
and/or nuclear accident); and 5) comparison of 3.11 disaster pictures books with picture book about
other disasters insides and outside Japan.

Concrete outcomes and social impacts of this research

Primary research outcomes include academic analysis of picture book contents, shared with the
international research community through conferences, workshops, and published articles. Detailed
content analysis of 3.11 picture books focued on text, image, and narratives used, grouping 3.11
picture books by theme, and defining characteristics of 3.11 picture books towards comparison with
other disaster picture books in Japan and other countries. Another practical objective was the creation
of an online searchable database of Japanese disaster picture books, in Japanese and English, at
https://disasterpicturebooks.com. As there has been no centralized source of information on disaster
picture books in Japanese or English, this can be understood as a significant contribution to sharing
the knowledge and resources with a global audience. Initial findings have been shared through
academic networks, a session at the World Bosai forum, and through research meetings and an
international workshop on disaster picture books. Based on the analysis of Japanese picture books
(3.11 and other disasters), as well as international comparative analysis with disaster picture books
from other countries, findings from this research will lead to better understandings of the impacts and
contribution of disaster picture books towards place attachment, psycho-social care, disaster
education, and effective disaster risk reduction.
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Publications

Maly, E., Saito, R., Gerster, J. and Chiba, N. Inventory and Thematic Typological Analysis of 3.11
Picture Books, JDR, 2024, 19 (6): 935-943. https://doi.org/10.20965/jdr.2024.p0935 (peer-reviewed
article)

Total Publications: 1

Symposium, Seminars and Workshops related to this study.

E. Maly, R. Saito, J. Gerster. Narratives and Representation in Disaster Picture Books after Japan’s
3.11 Disaster, presentation at the Natural Hazards Workshop Researchers Meeting international
conference, Boudlder Colorado, July, 18, 2024. (Abstract peer-reviewed)

Maly, E., Saito, R., Gerster, J. and Chiba, N. Visualizing the Earthquake, Tsunami, and Nuclear
Accident: Disaster Images in 3.11 Picture Books, Paper Presented at the 2024 AIWEST-DR
International Conference, Aceh, Indonesia, Nov. 9, 2024. (Abstract peer reviewed.)

World Bosai Forum Session : Bi#aARIZ & 5 KE XL DEERK Fostering a Culture of Disaster
Prevention through Picture Books; Session organized by Disaster Reduction Institute (DRI), Kobe, E.
Maly gave a presentation entitled: "Disaster picture books as a way to express and share disaster
experience. KERERZRTE L HBTLHFEL L TOKELR."

"Trauma and Narrative Workshop" co-organized by project members J. Gerster and E. Maly at
IRIDeS, during which participants discussed various aspects of creating, sharing, and conveying
trauma narratives. Project mamber N. Chiba gave a special presentation introducing her newly
published picture books "The Community Center by the Sea," and project member E. Maly gave a
presentation entitled "Visual narratives in 3.11 disaster picture books

Total events: 4

International Activities

Name of the counterpart

Trauma and Narrative |. .. ..
institution

Tohoku University Center for Japanese Studies

We organized an international workshop on "Trauma and Narrative" with
Workshops Picture Book Project members and international researchers and faculty,
Sendai, March 21, 2025, 10 researchers participated.

Total activities: 1
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2024 Disaster Resilience Co-Creation Research Project

Rooted placemaking to support long-term
housing and community recovery after the 1995
Great Hanshin Earthquake and 2011 Great
East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami

Research Title Research Topic 2-HR

Name Tamiyo Kondo Job Title Professor

Affiliation Kobe University,

Research members (Select "O" for faculty member in charge at IRIDeS)

Name Affiliation

Tamiyo Kondo |Kobe University

O Elizabeth Maly |IRIDeS

Research Period June 1, 2024 to March 31, 2025 Budget Amount | 500,000

(JPY)

Brief Description of Research Outline

Experts have demonstrated postive impacts for wellbeing of individuals and communities from
interacting with plants and nature, and also from participation in placemaking activities. This research
combines these ideas with the original framework concept of green or rooted placemaking, defined
as: 1) various actions of planting, growing, and ecological and food stewardship; 2) with community
participation; 3) at both larger civic and smaller neighborhood scales. Applied to post-disaster green
placemaking cases, findings clarify how green rooted place-making can support local communities
and built resilience from emergency response, recovery, and against future disaster damage.

Concrete outcomes and social impacts of this research

Key outcomes of this research include the development and application of a new concept of post-
disaster "green or rooted placemaking" which has been shared widely in academic meetings, with
future academic journal article output planned. Together with the foundational concept of rooted
placemaking, this research also functioned to share important cases and lessons from Japanese
post-disaster urgent green placemaking cases, which in turn has the potential to supports the ongoing
recovery of disaster affected areas. In addition, this project has been carried out in tandem with the
development of practical action research in green placemaking in the Shinhama community in coastal
Sendai City, in connection with multiple community-based projects including art and nature. This
research project has also incubated further ongoing resesarch projects, including a new KAKENHI
Grants in Aid research project, and planned future international collabration with focusing on the
Hamadori region of Fukushima.
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Symposium, Seminars and Workshops related to this study.

2024 AIWEST-DR International Conference, Paper presentation by: Maly, E. and Kondo, T. "Rooted
Placemaking for Long-term Disaster Recovery: Community-based Initiatives in Tohoku after the Great East
Japan Earthquake, " Aceh, Indonesia, Nov. 9, 2024. (Abstract peer reviewed.)

T RESTC21MME RS, Invited presentation by E.Maly, TEREAXXEXKHDI I 2 =F « 7L DGreen
Placemaking (') —> « LA R AL X2 4) | . Though the presentation and discussion, the idea of green
placemaking and practical applications were shared with the members.

6th Asian Conference for Disaster Risk Reduction, Kobe Japan. E. Maly and T. Kondo will share research
findings in a poster presetnation entitled "Green Placemaking for Disaster Resilience:
Typological Analysis of Cases in Japan and the U.S." on May 16-17, 2025.

Total events: 3

Direct contribution to the affected area, or possible affected area (Inside, and outside of Japan)

#FEFE R, Organized by $T/ERTNE, held at ATZL)3.11 4 E 1 7IILRKREE.

Shinhama E. Maly gave an invited presentation: T$E#& DT ) —> « TLLA R AL XY
Chonaikai, LEEIZDNT~ #FHETRLFC &1 . Through sharing participatory and
Shinhama, Sendai |practical green placemaking activities with local residents and stakeholders in
City. Shinhama, important feedback was gained to continue to apply practical green

placemaking with community input.

Total contribution: 1

International Activities

Name of the counterpart

institution Fukushima University

From March 3-March 6, 2025, we held a joint fieldwork in Hamadori (Futaba,
Odaka, Minami Somi) with Assoc. Prof. Tomoko Matsushita of Fukushima
Fieldwork University, and meeting at Tohoku University with Prof. Aya Kubota to refine the
concept of rooted placemaking, and develop a plan to apply this approach as
part of future international collaborative research in Fukushima.

Total activities: 1
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