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2025 Disaster Resilience Co-Creation Research Project

Memory-making as a practice of forgetting:

REEEENE e post 3.11 Tohoku and post 1.1 Noto

Research Topic 2-HR

Name Julia Gerster Job Title

Affiliation IRIDeS, Tohoku University Associate Professor

Research members (Select "O" for faculty member in charge at IRIDeS)

Name Affiliation
O Julia Gerster  |IRIDeS, Tohoku University
Qr;r:t?r?ilaudia University of Bologna
gii;?sela De University of Bologna
Research Period June 1, 2025 to March 31, 2026 Budget Amount | 400,000 |

(JPY)

Brief Description of Research Outline

In the face of increasingly frequent and devastating disasters, the ways in which societies
remember, or choose to forget, such events have become central to shaping collective
resilience, identity, and heritage. This project investigates the dynamics of remembering and
forgetting in post-disaster communities in Tohoku and the Noto Peninsula, drawing on the
temporal contrast between the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake and the more recent Noto
earthquake. By examining how this evolving “chain of disaster” is represented in memorial
practices, exhibitions, and political discourse, the study seeks to identify the silences and
omissions that permeate dominant narratives.

While scholarly attention has largely focused on memory-making, this project foregrounds
forgetting as an active and meaningful practice. What is forgotten, by whom, and for what
purpose? Can strategic forgetting serve healing, social cohesion, or policy innovation? We will
explore how different actors (local communities, survivors, and policymakers) engage in
selective remembrance and forgetting, and how these practices shape the transmission of
disaster experiences.Using ethnographic fieldwork and interviews with key stakeholders, the
project aims to bring forth marginalized voices and underrepresented perspectives, ultimately
contributing to a more inclusive and nuanced understanding of disaster heritage and its role in
fostering long-term resilience.

Concrete outcomes and social impacts of this research

The research team conducted field research in Noto to assess the current state of memory
transmission regarding the 2024 Noto Peninsula earthquake and torrential rain. Further, in
regular online meetings, the team discussed previous findings regarding the 2011 and 2024
disasters in comparison and drafted two research articles. The articles are currently revised and
will be submitted to peer-reviewed journals soon. Further, Martini held regular preparation
meetings with the student participants of the winter school on “Bosai and climate change:
Learning from disaster experiences for disaster risk reduction in Japan and Italy", which was
held at IRIDeS March 6, 2026-March 15 and was co-sponsored by the Disaster Resilience
Center, the Toshiba Foundation, and F-REI. During the winter school, 10 students from Bologna
and several changing participants from IRIDeS learned about and discussed different forms of
disaster mitigation and memory transmission and developed counter-maps to share information
on the narratives they heard in the field. They presented their findings at the 2026 Sendai Bosai
Mirai Forum.




Figure

al BOSAI AND CLIMATE CHANGE:
BOSAI AND CLIMATE CHANG! STUDENTS SESSION

Publications

Martini, Annaclaudia. "Dissonant Memories" Summer School DISSONANT MEMORIES:
GEOGRAPHIES OF MIGRATION, COLONIALISM, AND TRAUMA, University of Bologna,
Bologna (Sep 6-12, 2025).

Gerster, Julia: “Kataribe's counter memories and witnessing in post-disaster Japan”,
DISSONANT MEMORIES: GEOGRAPHIES OF MIGRATION, COLONIALISM, AND TRAUMA,
University of Bologna, Bologna (Sep 6-12, 2025).

Annaclaudia Martini & Julia Gerster (Forthcoming). After Disaster: Earthquake, Tsunamis and
Climate Events. In Ken Foote and Tang Yong (Eds.) Routledge Handbook of Public Memory and
Commemoration.

Annaclaudia Martini, Michaela DeGiglio, Martina Tazzioli, Julia Gerster et al. (2026)
Countermaps from below: Visible/Invisible, Archive and Disaster Memory, and Vulnerability and
Subsistence. 4 Poster Presentations at the Sendai Bosai Mirai Forum, International Center,
Sendai, March 14, 2026.

Martini, Annaclaudia & Julia Gerster (Forthcoming). Forgetting (and forgiving): occluded
memories and the consequences of social trauma. To be submitted to Current Anthropology.

Total Publications (5)

Symposium, Seminars and Workshops related to this study.

Event Date 2026/3/6-2026/3/15 Host City Sendai

University of Bologna-IRIDeS Winter School on “Bdsai and climate
Conference Name |change:Learning from disaster experiences for disaster risk reduction in
Japan and ltaly".

Organizers Anna Martini, Julia Gerster

From March 6 to March 15 2026, a winter school organized jointly by
University of Bologna faculty, Assistant Professor Annaclaudia Martini, and
IRIDeS faculty, Associate Professor Julia Gerster (Disaster Memory
Studies Lab), was held at IRIDeS.

Overview




Symposium, Seminars and Workshops related to this study.

Event Date

2026/3/1|Host City Minamisanriku

Conference Name

Japan’s memory of difficult pasts in an international perspective, E&t v
< 3 , Kataribe Symposium, co-organizer, March 1, 2026, Hotel Kanyo,
Minamisanriku, Japan.

Organizers

Julia Gerster, Kumiko Yamaiji

Overview

Julia Gerster, Anna Martini, Fatma Ozdigan and Kumiko Yamaiji discussed
remembering and forgetting of traumatic pasts and heritage

Other presentations:

As preparation for this project, in September 2025 Julia Gerster came to
the University of Bologna, Italy, to present with Annaclaudia Martini on "Bo
sai and climate change" as part of the summer school organized by
Annaclaudia Martini on "Dissonant memories: geographies of migrations,
colonialism and trauma".

Total events: (3 )

Direct contribution to the affected area, or possible affected area (Inside, and outside of Japan)

Date

Sendai, Futaba, Namie, Natori,

2026/3/6-2026/3/15 Field of Activity Ishinomaki

Activity Name

University of Bologna-IRIDeS Winter School on “Bdsai and climate
change:

Learning from disaster experiences for disaster risk reduction in Japan and
Italy".

Overview

Bologna University students learned about disaster mitigation methods and
disaster memory narratives in the field. By visiting and interacting with local
residents and staff at Irides, they produced maps and posters which were
presented in Sendai, but also in Italy once they came back, to sensitize the
Italian public on disaster risk reduction and learning from the Japan
experience. In this sense, it consists of two separate events: (1) the
learning of Italian students in Japan and (2) the restitution in Italy.

Total contribution: (1)
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Sakurai, A., Kumagai, M., Murayama, Y., Bisri, M. B., & Sato, T. Operationalizing
Updated Tsunami Hazard Assumptions in School Evacuation Planning: Insights from
Teacher Training and Implementation Challenges in Japan. Journal of Disaster Research,
21(1), 138-150 (2026).

Takashi Oda, Aiko Sakurai, Takeshi Sato, Chia-Hsin Lee, Chong-Feng Ding, Enhancing
Disaster Risk Reduction at School through the Integration of Geographic Information
System: Insight from Taiwan’ s School Safety GIS Platform, Journal of Disaster
Research, 20(5), 746-756, (2025), doi: 10.20965/jdr. 2025. p0746

NEPES, FUBZ, ek, RS, AEAEK, Integrating Geographic Perspectives in
School-based Disaster Risk Reduction: Insights from Japan's Post 2011 Efforts, HAHE
BRECE R G 20254F K4y, [HGG03-08], T4, (2025)
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Tuchi, K., Jibiki, Y., and Takagi, H. (2026). “Transformative resilience: A temporal
analysis of a causeway project over Cancabato Bay Area, Haiyan—affected Tacloban,
Philippines” Proceedings of the 2026 AAG Annual Meeting. March 17-21, 2026, San
Francisco (#FFcfEL) .
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