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International Workshop for Learning Trajectories of Catastrophic Disasters and
Building Resilience to Natural Hazards and Risks (2023/5/15-16)

Theme: natural hazards, disaster risks, complexity, building resilience, interdisciplinarity
Venue: DPRI, Kyoto University

On May 15-16, 2023, Professor Michio Ubaura (Spatial Design Strategies Lab), Associate
Professor Sebastien Boret (International Research Collaboration Office) and Assistant Professor
Hyejeong Park (Disaster Medical Informatics Lab) participated in a workshop titled "International
Workshop on Trajectories of Disasters: Building Resilience to Natural Hazards and Risks," held at
the Disaster Prevention Research Institute (DPRI), Kyoto University. The workshop aimed to
analyze strategies for enhancing disaster resilience in societies facing disaster risks by examining
long-term trends and past experiences, to adapt improved strategies to the future. In particular, the
workshop purposed to understand better the social, economic, and cultural impacts induced by
past disasters, including the reconstruction and recovery processes, to aid in imagining,
forecasting, and better preparing for future catastrophic scenarios by looking at disaster history
trajectories.

Professor Ubaura, currently visiting professor at DPRI, gave a talk on "Recovery of the physical
environment from the Great East Japan Earthquake". Associate Professor Boret presented
"Managing Mass Death after the Great East Japan Earthquake" from the perspective of disaster
anthropology, and Assistant Professor Park contributed a presentation on risk management and
resilience in natural hazard-triggered technological accidents. As a significant outcome of the
workshop, an interdisciplinary research group was formed between research institutes in Japan,
France, and Canada, including IRIDeS, to actualize and achieve an advanced step toward a
disaster-resilient society. The research group comprises prominent researchers with abundant
experience and knowledge in disaster risk reduction and recovery in historiography, anthropology,
geography, engineering, social science, and social psychology. Focusing on the potential large
earthquake and tsunami in the Pacific Ocean, this research group is expected to take further
proactive steps, such as applying for collaborative research grants and organizing workshops to
understand each research field. Moreover, the research group has discussed a comparative
approach that involves studying past large-scale earthquakes and tsunamis and their histories,
different disaster cultures, and catastrophic disasters focusing on Shikoku and Tohoku regions in
Japan, Southern France, and Eastern Canada.

This interdisciplinary project, encompassing various
fields and perspectives, is expected to significantly
reduce future disaster risks, mitigate social damage, and
enhance coping mechanisms for potential Nankai-trough
earthquakes. We hope our interdisciplinary research
activities promote further and proactive international
collaboration between IRIDeS and research partners.

Assoc. Prof. Boret during the workshop

Report by Hyejeong Park (Disaster Medical Informatics Lab)
Sebastien Boret (International Research Collaboration Office)
Michio Ubaura (Spatial Design Strategy Lab)
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Collaboration with the French National Center of Scientific Research (CNRS) on France-
Japan Comparative Study of Disaster History, Memory, and Communication
(2023/5/22-26)

Theme: Disaster history, memory, and communication
Venue: IRIDeS

Prof. Emmanuel Garnier, leader of the International Research Network “Recovery Trajectories
of Societies to Natural Disasters” (RISCDIS), visited IRIDES on May 22-26, 2023. IRIDeS
joined RISCDIS last year and is based in the French National Centre for Scientific Research
(CNRS). Its purpose is to enhance: 1) assessment of disaster risks based on lessons learned
from the past: 2) knowledge and situational awareness of disaster-related risks by citizens,
empowered to act, thus raising the resilience of societies: 3) efficient cross-sectoral, cross-
disciplines, cross-border coordination of the disaster risk management cycle (from prevention,
preparedness to mitigation, response, and recovery) from international to local levels: 4)
knowledge and coordination regarding standardisation in the area of crisis management and
CBRN-E. More information here: https://irn-riscdis.cnrs.fr/en/project/

The objective of Prof. Garnier’s visits consisted in designing three primary missions:

1) Disaster monument, risk communication, and local knowledge: Prof Garnier, Associate
Prof. Sébastien Boret (International Research Collaboration Office), and Assistant Prof.
Hyejeong Park (Disaster Medical Informatics Lab) are developing a joint paper on the
roles of memorial monuments in risk communication and local knowledge. They visited
memorial sites and monuments in Ishinomaki, Natori, and Futaba. They identified
several areas which could be used as case studies for a comparative study with a
French case of Cyclone Cynthia (2010).

2) RISCDIS development and promotion: Prof. Emmanuel Garnier was also introduced
to several colleagues in and outside IRIDeS. He visited the Center for Northeast Asian
Studies, meeting Prof. Hiroki Takakura and Associate Prof. Alyne Delaney. He
attended a seminar by Assistant Prof. Julia Gerster (Disaster Culture and Archive
Studies) on Food Culture and Community Reconstruction after the Great East Japan
Earthquake.

3) Climate change, Disaster, and History: Prof. Garnier met with Associate Prof. Daisuke
Sato (Preservation of Historical and Cultural Heritage Lab) to discuss their respective
research on climate history in Europe and Japan. Prof. Garnier presented his research
on climate change between the 1500 to 1850s. His work is based on historical
evidence in archives and private diaries, which he compares with hard science in a
multidisciplinary framework. Prof Garnier and Prof Sato agreed to build to continue a
dialogue and eventually build a collaborative paper and project.

In conclusion, the parties agreed to meet in France this autumn to stimulate further discussion
and to carry out fieldwork on these three main topics. Prof. Garnier is expected to return to
Sendai in December to enhance the activities of RISCDIS in IRIDeS.

Report: Hyejeong Park (Disaster Medical Informatics Lab)
Sebastien Boret (International Research Collaboration Office)
Julia Gerster (Disaster Culture and Archive Studies)
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(continues to the next page)

Asst. Prof. Hyejeong Park, Prof. Hiroki Takakura, Prof. Emmanuel Garnier,
Assoc. Prof. Sébastien Boret, Assist. Prof. Julia Gerster (Left to Right)
and students, after Dr. Gerster’s talk.

Prof. Garnier, Assis. Prof. Park, Assis. Prof. Gerster and Mr. Honma,
a community leader and local historian in Ishinomaki.
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6™ DRM Colloquium: Understanding Interconnected Disaster Risks
With Prof. Dr. Xiomeng Shen: UNU-VIE | UNU-EHS (2023/5/23)

Theme: United Nations University Europe/United Nations University Institute for Environment and Human Security,
Disaster Risks, Climate Change, Arts and Science
Venue: IRIDeS Building, Multipurpose Hall

Disaster Humanities and Social Science Division of IRIDeS held the 6th DRM Colloquium on May
23, 2023, inviting Prof. Dr. Xiomeng Shen, United Nations University Vice-Rector in Europe and
Director of the United Nations University Institute for Environment and Human Security (UNU-EHS).
This event was co-hosted by International Joint Graduate Program in Resilience and Safety Studies
(GP-RSS).

The talk was titled “Understanding Interconnected Disaster Risks” and Prof. Dr. Shen revisited ten
past disasters renowned for notoriety and unveiled their root causes to show a macro picture of the
interconnected systems of risks. She took further steps to show how a “solution package,” an
approach with multiple solutions, is valid for alleviating risks when various actors in our society take
responsible actions. This talk was derived from the UNU-EHS’s flagship report, which poses
guestions on the following explanation: “As climate change is here to stay and its impacts are
increasingly felt, the challenges for disaster risk reduction will only grow in the future and be
intensified by the impacts of loss of nature and vanishing biodiversity. Solutions are already being
implemented around the world to address risks, but interconnectivity is not yet placed at the heart
of solution design and implementation (UNU-EHS, 2022, pp.6.).

Over 50 students and faculties participated in the event onsite and held lively discussions with Prof.
Shen.

Prof. Shen providing insights about inter- Engaged participants on the novel theme
connected risks shared

Report: Kanako luchi (Regional Resilience Planning Lab)
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¢ Inclusive Disaster Management Planning: Addressing the Needs of LGBTQ+ Communities
in Japan, Miwako Kitamura, Tohoku University; Anna Matsukawa, University of Hyogo;
Anawat Suppasri, Tohoku University; Punam Yadav, University College London

e Putting Down Roots: Gardening, Farming, and Forestry as Post-Disaster Placemaking
Elizabeth Maly, Tohoku University; Tomoko Matsushita, Urban Research Center; Tamiyo
Kondo, Kobe University; Yegane Ghezelloo, National Institute of Technology, Akashi
College

e Oral History as a Tool for Understanding Women'’s Resiliency in Ishinomaki after the Great
East Japan Earthquake, Naomi Chiba, Tohoku University

e School memorials as “Lieux de Mémoire” in the cultural and collective memory of the Great
East Japan Earthquake, Julia Gerster, Tohoku University

e Public awareness of ALPS treated water released from Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power
Plant and social issues, Tetsuya Nakamura, Kyoei University; Steven Lloyd, Kyoei
University; Atsushi Maruyama, Chiba University; Satoru Masuda, Tohoku University

e Design Process of Ruins of the Great East Japan Earthquake: Nakahama Elementary
School, Masashige Motoe, Tohoku University

e Exploratory Comparative Study on Land Acquisition for Recovery in Italy, the United States,
and Japan Kensuke Otsuyama, The University of Tokyo; Tomoyuki Mashiko, Tokyo
Metropolitan University; Haruka Tsukuda, Tohoku University
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I-Rec international conference and workshop in Japan (2023/6/1- 4)

Theme: Disaster Reconstruction, Recovery, The Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami, International
Symposium, Community Resilience
Place: IRIDeS, Sendai City, Futaba Town, Namie Town, Ishinomaki City, Onagawa Town

From June 1 - 4, 2023, i-Rec 2023 “Tensions Between Tradition and Innovation in Disaster Risk
Reduction, Climate Action, and Reconstruction: Reflecting on Tohoku's Recovery Twelve Years
Later” was held at IRIDeS, including field visits to disaster affected areas. The event was co-
organized by i-Rec, the International Research Institute of Disaster Science (IRIDeS) of Tohoku
University, Kobe University Research Center for Urban Safety and Security (RCUSS), and the
Center for Resilient Design (CResD), Kobe University. i-Rec (international network for information
and research for reconstruction) is a web-based international network focused on the study of
vulnerability, resilience and reconstruction after disasters: http://www.grif.umontreal.ca/i-Rec.htm.

i-Rec deals with information exchange between its members in order to contribute knowledge
related to building activities in situations of crisis, particularly disasters in developing countries, and
holds an international conference every two years. This was the first time that an i-Rec conference
was held in Japan, and twelve years after the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake, this event
coincides with beginning of the 2nd decade of recovery and reconstruction. Co-chairs of i-Rec 2023
were: Assoc. Prof. Liz Maly (International Research Collaboration Office), Prof. Tamiyo Kondo of
Kobe University, and Assist. Prof. Julia Gerster (Disaster Culture and Archive Studies). Over 70
people participated in i-Rec 2023.

Before the academic sessions on June 3 and 4", participations first joined study visits to disaster-
affected areas on June 1 and June 2, to gain a deeper understanding of what happened in the
GEJE the process of recovery in the affected areas. Coordinated by Assistant Professor Julia
Gerster (Disaster Culture and Archive Studies), during the tour of areas affected by the nuclear
disaster at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant on June 1, the group visited the Fukushima
Great East Japan Earthquake and Nuclear Disaster Museum in Futaba Town, Michi no Eki Namie,
and the Remains of Ukedo Elementary School in Namie Town. In addition to learning about the
impacts of the nuclear disaster, and the recovery process, from the exhibits and guides, participants
also joined a walking tour of Futaba Town and lecture from the representative of F-Atras, a local
organization promoting revitalization in the area.

On June 2, the group visited Ishinomaki and Onagawa, tsunami-affected towns in Miyagi Prefecture.
In Ishinomaki, participants visited the Kadonowaki Elementary School Ruins, and received a lecture
from the Facility Director Richard Halberstadt, as well as seeing the exhibits. In addition, they also
visited Ishinomaki Minamihama Tsunami Memorial Park and Miyagi Tsunami Memorial Museum,
and received guidance from IRIDeS Visiting Researcher Naomi Chiba (Disaster Humanities and
Social Science Division). After stopping in Onagawa to visit the reconstructed shopping arcade, the
Onagawa train station, and preserved police box, participants visited the Ogatsu area, and received
an explanation about the recovery process from Mr. Akinari Abe. In addition to seeing the levees
and housing relocation areas, participants also had the chance to make their own coaster using
the traditional Ogatsu slate stone. While many participants were visiting the Tohoku area for the
first time, they actively engaged in wide-ranging discussions of the course of the two-day field visits.
The fieldwork activities in Fukushima and Miyagi allowed participants to observe and learn from
the resilience and innovative rebuilding approaches adopted by local communities, which
functioned as a background orientation to the following days academic programs.

The academic conference was held at IRIDeS, on June 3 and June 4. The conference program on
the first day focused on the Great East Japan Earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear disaster, and
reflections on the ongoing recovery from different points of view. After welcoming remarks, in the
morning, Prof. Aya Kubota (Graduate School of Engineering, Architecture and Urban Design
Course, Tohoku University) delivered a keynote speech entitled: Searching for Our Autonomy-
Looking back on Post Great East Japan Earthquake for Social Transformation on Community

(continues to the next page)
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Recovery after 3.11. Afternoon sessions included several panel discussions on different aspects of
recovery after the GEJE. The First Panel Discussion: “Housing and Life Recovery after 3.11"
included presentations from Architect Mr. Hiroyuki Teshima, and Lawyer and Sendai Bar
Association member Mr. Akihiro Uto, and Assoc. Prof. Haruka Tsukuda (Graduate School of
Engineering, Architecture and Building Science, Tohoku University). The 2" Panel Discussion:
“Disaster and Memory,” included presentations from Prof. Osamu Tsukihashi (Department of
Architecture, Kobe University, Architects Teehouse, and Lost Homes Project), Assoc. Prof.
Masashige Motoe (Spatial Design Strategies Lab / Architecture and Urban Design Course,
Graduate School of Engineering, Tohoku University), and Assist. Prof. Julia Gerster. Drawing from
observations from the previous days’ field work, each presentation and panel was followed by
extensive discussion, making connections between the situation in Japan, and other disaster-
affected countries.

On the last day, June 4, participants presented their academic research papers, in four parallel
sessions. In addition to 54 academic papers presented, there was also a special session on gender
and disasters “Gender Responsive Resilience and Intersectionality in Policy and Practice
(GRRIPP) Roundtable,” which included Researcher (Specially Appointed) Miwako Kitamura
(International Research Collaboration Office), and Special Visiting Researcher Naomi Chiba
(Disaster Humanities and Social Science Division). Among the academic papers, the following were
presented or co-authored by IRIDeS/Tohoku University faculty:

¢ Inclusive Disaster Management Planning: Addressing the Needs of LGBTQ+ Communities
in Japan, Miwako Kitamura, Tohoku University; Anna Matsukawa, University of Hyogo;
Anawat Suppasri, Tohoku University; Punam Yadav, University College London

e Putting Down Roots: Gardening, Farming, and Forestry as Post-Disaster Placemaking
Elizabeth Maly, Tohoku University; Tomoko Matsushita, Urban Research Center; Tamiyo
Kondo, Kobe University; Yegane Ghezelloo, National Institute of Technology, Akashi
College

e Oral History as a Tool for Understanding Women'’s Resiliency in Ishinomaki after the Great
East Japan Earthquake, Naomi Chiba, Tohoku University

e School memorials as “Lieux de Mémoire” in the cultural and collective memory of the Great
East Japan Earthquake, Julia Gerster, Tohoku University

e Public awareness of ALPS treated water released from Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power
Plant and social issues, Tetsuya Nakamura, Kyoei University; Steven Lloyd, Kyoei
University; Atsushi Maruyama, Chiba University; Satoru Masuda, Tohoku University

e Design Process of Ruins of the Great East Japan Earthquake: Nakahama Elementary
School, Masashige Motoe, Tohoku University

e Exploratory Comparative Study on Land Acquisition for Recovery in Italy, the United States,
and Japan Kensuke Otsuyama, The University of Tokyo; Tomoyuki Mashiko, Tokyo
Metropolitan University; Haruka Tsukuda, Tohoku University

Following the conference, papers will be published on the i-rec website, and selected papers will
be part of a special journal issue.

As the first to meet in Japan, i-Rec 2023 provided an unique opportunity for international experts
in disaser reconstruction and recovery to learn about the ontoing recovery after the GEJE, and also
exchange knowledge and information with an international community of younger researchers.
Covering diverse topics, including public policy, urban and community planning, and the social
impacts of disasters, i-Rec 2023 served as a platform to build stronger international connections
between IRIDeS and disaster researchers, community advocates, and other stakeholders to share
knowledge and valuable lessons derived from their experiences. As well as encouranging future
collaboration, i-Rec 2023 made significant contributions to the global understanding of effective
recovery practices.

Text and Photos by: Liz Maly, Miwako Kitamura (International Research Collaboration Office)
Julia Gerster (Disaster Culture and Archive Studies)

(continues to the next page)
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Fukushima Memorial Museum Ukedo E.S.

Walking tour in Futaba

Group photo at local shrine in Futaba

Miyagi Memorial Museum Guide of Ogatsu

(continues to the next page)
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Keynote speech by Prof. Kubota discussion with participants

Panel 1 discussion Panel 2 discussion Special session on gender
and disaste

Group Photo (in front of IRIDeS)

32


https://irides.tohoku.ac.jp/

S5 FE AETERRMNRERM LFES THRAMZALELL (2023/6/2)

T & BEDHERES
TV IR, FREERL KNS, HE
B P BEDRELRE
6828, GETHRELRERZBZRCHNT, [GISFELEHEERNKIRLEHES ) DY
RESNELUIC, COMEBRICIE, BEHMADEREDEER (KK « BR. ©ULIEHE)
EO3BNSZHEBEEBRDFIUL, HEL NBEHDY 1 IV DT EZDHMHR CRKIR) ) DN Z,
OB BREZ DB OEE RIS RHABFIORPRA Y FXY RSBV U, B8R,
COWMERBIG. UBSRZEGFARATOY D MEERR VS — [IEHEERREY S —]
DUTRDHBARBEDOHBRICLOEE » BESNILZENDTI,
i B GOHEREFDE - 212
RHABF COUBBEREFDE « R/ DORXFPRA Y EAY )
tHEs
NLRZ (SHHBERFLNHBETHERE - HOHRE)
REE B (WIBPKRSFHIEHESEEED - 5860
NHIESE CGRRAZFARZREMHME LA ARLERIEEI « 2R
BAHN GIAAFIREBHIZEEBH Y RT ATEFR « HEHUD)
AHERIL, MUTORUF[RESERBFEZBIT, BREEBEOBHICKDERSINI UL,
(RHER7E]
KRR DFREENCHRNT, GEDIASHNERDSREBEBABNDIADIIERSE
BEEDIRD NEH R v F ] [CDNTEZD,
(ZERKBIR]
BIRDSHHE R  v FEAND CRETT D) ICHIZ>T. MR E L TENSE DD DK
IBIRE. CDBRANEZEREI D.

MERDOREICIT. BBHERISGEERZED —F I T)IL—T1 THEHE ) 1 —5 —DBagp
SHRE (BEMILERPFR) [CXKD. EERROZFRBEIHERDRERZSOIERER
DIRDBRODTHONE UIZ.

g (GB% < 1BE) DOKRF

wx A0 FOR%
XE& L g - MHETF (OUBBEREF D)

33


https://irides.tohoku.ac.jp/

International Conference on Arid Land/Desert Technology 15 TRRL %L 7=
(2023/6/3-7)

5% mgth, BRI FiEO, DR, RNRSRE, SR, SDGs
URL : https//www.just.edu.jo/Conferences/water-management/

2023F6 838 () 578 0K IZHMNIFIT, NIV - \YzIy FEHEICHN
TEEZE lNnternational Conference on Arid Land/Desert Technology 15 (DT
XV) 1 DEESNZ UL, JILY YRIZERMAEOTRA FZ&EHBD. IN\URAFFZLEDIE B0
WICRNT 3 BEICEDBZRKRMMTHN. RTRICIIEBEREEOT DI PSEPEREICEL)
B8R - WEMSEGHREMAR ~SZEDIMNC 2 BED Field Excursion DSEESNE LI,

LBRRPANDSIFRBABIZ (2030 BB P Y T VIHEZ D + ) DHFE L. §2iRi
ZRZ DEROBEEO —DERIZGRBICHITINDFNVOREARNBSICESELTIZ LD
ARICONTOBERRZTOECEIC, BBESERBRBZITNE UL,

Yuta HARA : Comparative analysis of attitudes within dry-climate countries
towards disaster risk reduction and relationships with efforts to combat
desertification.

AEERZRICIE, FIRMBOKA « KX, THRIE, TE, 8L, BX - BARE, g
IBREZZPIE T DR DBORZEOKMESH LYY, BRDED. UOIPSEP,
POTBREEN. AVE mPIOUN FaIIP, KB, RARASENSEKD., 7%
HOBHIESEREICQII T, BRRERZITNE UL,

58 58
E18 - BRI IRIH (B BOSBE COEEEE
58 58

FEMEESOWRNE CERENFD« VIC #2000 Fa10KAMEERODERIC DN T
KO =NBDE FITS DT DEN R E2I238ME (NXE3EHA)

XE R K (2030 EEBKEPY T Y IHESD 1 )
34


https://irides.tohoku.ac.jp/
https://www.just.edu.jo/Conferences/water-management/

LRERKRENSRIEREBBEHRIBLELL (2023/6/8)

T 7 HIRZIMENRS, REAKRES, tET S, APRU VILF/N\SF—RTOTSA Fv YN\ 2AE2-DF«
= I RIEARZUSHZERATPT JUEHBEX)

2023 £ 6 A8H8. IRBFEAENS Huang Wunan BIZEEZSE 5 NS HRME
FNFEUL, RBHZARZE, 1952 FICARISNZ., ERBICAIZES PEDLAIIAE
T9,

%B&J(C%UJL IR BERRBEFEDEH) KOEUBDRKRE., NEBHIR (BRI

R3RDEF) & Song Bo #Hig LRBIRARZE) DSSNXYN—DIBANBDOFE UL, ZD
fé REVNDRZOMHEBOIARABTZRBN L. BB TKEE The 311 RKERADEIR
Tsunami] ZEELF UIZ, 5ISHES. REFHIR (HEBGEEBHARDE) Ch+F
FRHR WEIZWRDEH) NZNZNOWRICONTTILEYT—Y3avEFNE UL
KRERIE., FvV/NZXE—=D5F ¢ « APRU Multi-Hazards Program. A+FHIREDPE
HREEDISMN « REWEICDNTELX UL, REIC Huang BIZREINFHB—HIR

(2030 EEPBEPI T VIHEA T + ) KDIXY FEVNEZREE. Huang BIFRIE
HEHZFOTEEEIC DN TERNZE LIS,

XE  NEE (ERbEEBSTROE)

Z=\FRE Huang 812 &

RENDD)
35


https://irides.tohoku.ac.jp/

NI

REUX

INEFEUR

36

Song %

h+FEIR


https://irides.tohoku.ac.jp/

Invited presentations and meetings at universities in South West England
(2023/6/12 - 16).

Theme : International research collaboration activities, tsunami engineering
Place : South West England (Plymouth, Bath and Bristol)

Assoc. Prof. Anawat Suppasri (Tsunami Engineering Lab) is visiting University College London
(UCL) from April 2023. From 12" — 16™ June, he visited few tsunami experts in South West
England.

During 13" - 14™ June, he visited coastal areas of Plymouth including the affected area of the
storm surge in 2014, discussed further collaboration on coastal engineering, comparative
study on tsunami reconstruction, exchange of young researcher with Prof. Alison Raby and
delivered an invited talk to faculty members and students in Faculty of Engineering and Faculty
of Science at the University of Plymouth. On the 15" June, he had a meeting with Dr.
Mohammad Heidarzadeh at University of Bath regarding tsunami generation mechanism and
damage assessment. On the 16" June, he delivered an invited talk to faculty members and
students in Faculty of Engineering and Faculty of Science at the University of Bristol and

discussed further collaboration with Dr. Raffaele De Risi on tsunami risk assessment.

This visit initiated another step forward for strengthening collaboration between IRIDeS and

universities in the UK through tsunami engineering related research topics.

With Dr. Mohammad Heidarzadeh at
University of Bath

With Prof. Alison Raby at University of
Plymouth

Invited presentation at University of Bristol

Text and photos . Anawat Suppasri (Tsunami Engineering Lab)
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Australia-Japan Joint Symposium on Tourism and Disaster Resilience
(2023/6/21-22)

Theme: Disaster risk reduction, tourism, recovery, preparedness
Venue: IRIDeS and Higashi-Matsushima

Following the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake, various tourism development policies have
been enacted in order to promote the growth of the tourism industry which could facilitate
economic recovery of affected regions. Since then and until the 2020 pandemic, tourism
numbers had grown exponentially, as more communities grow increasingly more reliant on the
tourism industries. Although the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic saw tourism numbers
drop from 2020-2022, it is expected to rebound in 2023 as Japan re-opened for international
tourism. The growth of the tourism industry in Japan brings about two challenges. First in
regards the host communities that have become tourism destinations, how can tourism
contribute to livelihood sustainability in the region, and how could community stakeholders
strengthen their resiliency in the face of inherent vulnerabilities tourism may bring due to its
risk of external shocks? Secondly, for the tourists, how can the tourism sector prepare for
disaster and assist tourists who may be unfamiliar with local hazard risks?

In order to address these issues, this symposium invited academic, industry and government
experts from Australia, where much research has been done on tourism and disaster resiliency
research due to the country’s booming tourism sector and significant exposure to multiple
hazards. Joining these experts were academic, industry and government representatives from
Japan. This two-day workshop, funded by the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and
Trade’s Australian-Japan Foundation Grant, consisted of a field trip to Higashi-Matsushima on
June 21st, followed by a symposium held on June 22nd.

During the field trip, participants were greeted by the Mayor of Higashi-Matsushima, Mr.
ATSUMI Iwao. The city of Higashi-Matsushima provided transportation and interpretation
services for our participants as the meeting was followed by a field trip to multiple areas
affected by the 2011 disasters. Participants had the opportunity to interact with local
businesses to discuss their experiences in the recovery process, which was followed by a field
trip to the Nobiru museum to learn about the disaster. Participants also enjoyed the local sea-
weed udon.

On the second day, a symposium was held at Tohoku University at the IRIDeS multi-purpose
hall. In addition to the twelve speakers from Japan and Australia, were guests from over 22
countries that joined in-person and online. Guests also included representatives from the
UNWTO, UNDP, Sendai Airport, among others. The symposium was split into three parts, with
the morning session focusing on presentations on Japan, the afternoon session on
presentations on Australia, and the final session which focused on the discussion of the two
challenges aforementioned challenges.

At the end of the symposium, after two days of knowledge exchange, participants became
increasingly interested in continuing collaboration between Australia and Japan and have
identified several areas for future research activities.

Report: David N. Nguyen (Tsunami Engineering Lab and Earthquake Induced Tsunami Risk
Evaluation Lab (Tokio Marine and Nichido Fire Insurance) )

(continues to the next page)
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Australian and Japanese participants
visiting a disaster memorial in Higashi-
Matsushima City.

Group photo of the participants who
attended the symposium in-person at
IRIDeS. In addition, there were also
participants who joined online.

Australian and Japanese participants during
a lunch meeting, discussing recovery efforts
in Higashi-Matsushima, while enjoying the
local seaweed udon dish.

Associate Professor (Specially Appointed)
David N. Nguyen provides an explanation of
the Tohoku region’s history to participants.
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IRIDeS member is currently visiting UCL-IRDR (2023/6/22).

Theme : International research collaboration activities, Disaster risk reduction
Place : Institute of Risk and Disaster Reduction, University College London, United Kingdom

Assoc. Prof. Anawat Suppasri (Tsunami Engineering Lab) is visiting University College London
(UCL) from April 2023 under the 2023 Researcher, Young Leaders Overseas Program
supported by Tohoku University. With in these two months, he has been involving with many
research and education related activities conducted not only at IRDR but also other UCL’s
instructions and department. This report summarizes his public academic events over these
two months.

On the 10" May, he was invited to be one of panelists of a public seminar “The Future of
Forecasts Warnings with Dr. Sally Potter” organized by UCL Warning Research Centre.
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/sts/events/2023/may/future-forecasts-and-warnings-dr-sally-potter

On the 16" May, he gave a keynote presentation at AGITHAR Stakeholder Workshop held in
UCL on dissemination strategy for probabilistic tsunami hazard and risk analysis under a title
“Recent developments on tsunami risk assessment and consideration on decision-making”.
https://www.agithar.uni-hamburg.de/events/meetings/agithar-stakeholder-london-2023.html

On the 22th June, he received a great honor from IRDR to be invited as a speaker and one of
panelists of IRDR Annual Conference 2023: Risk Without Borders with his presentation title
“How building international scientific collaborations can help in tackling disaster risks?” in a
session that discussed on scientists beyond borders.
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/risk-disaster-reduction/events/2023/jun/irdr-annual-conference-2023-
risk-without-borders

Assoc. Prof. Anawat Suppasti’s visit to UCL represent IRIDeS’s contribution in global disaster
risk reduction community as well as strengthening collaboration with UCL on this topic.

Keynote presentation (AGITHAR workshop) Participants of AGITHAR workshop

Speaker and panelist IRDR annual conference 2023
(IRDR annual conference 2023)

Text and photos . Anawat Suppasri (Tsunami Engineering Lab)
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The 28th IUGG General Assembly (c&iIL&%EL 7= (2023/7/13-16)
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Union of Geodesy and Geophysics).
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F. Imamura

3.11 Densho Road Promotion Organization to
transfer experiences and lessons

S. Koshimura, E. Mas, B. Adriano, A.
Musa

Tsunami Digital Twin — A New Paradigm for Tsunami
Disaster Resilience —

B. Adriano, S. Koshimura

Developing a deep learning super-resolution
framework for tsunami inundation forecasting

E. Mas, S. Kataya, N. Kuwahara, Y.
Takeda, S. Nagata, S. Koshimura

Real-time mapping of population exposure to tsunami
hazard from human mobility data

S. Wiguna, B. Adriano, E. Mas, S.
Koshimura

Application of a global-based deep learning
damage estimation using remote sensing data to
unseen tsunami events

H. Chia Yee, N. Hannes,
Adriano, S. Koshimura

E. Mas, B.

Building damage estimation using RaySAR, a
Synthetic Aperture Radar simulator

R. Vescovo, E. Mas, B. Adriano, S.
Koshimura

Deep learning of tsunami building damage from
multimodal physical parameters for real-time
damage assessment

X. Dong, E. Mas, B. Adriano, S. | Text Mining of Disaster Cascading Effect — Case
Koshimura study of 2011 Earthquake &Tsunami

D. Hachiya, K. Wako, E. Mas, S. Tsunami evacuation o_f conne_cted and
Koshimura autonomous vehicles using flocking control

algorithm

Y. Watanabe, S. Sato, F. Imamura

Effective Visitor Learning from Disaster Tourism in
the 2011 Tohoku Earthquake and Tsunami

A. Shinka, S. Sato, F. Imamura

Proposal of Disaster Prevention Learning Program
through Interviews with Disaster Survivors: At
Junior high School in the Affected Area

M. Yasuda, T. Muramoto, F. Imamura,

Children’s awareness and the effects of disaster
prevention education: Impact of the Great East
Japan Earthquake Tsunami.

E. Lahcene, A. Suppasti,
K.Pakoksung, F. Imamura

Coral Reef Response During the 2004 Indian
Ocean Tsunami in the Maldives

C. Anchi, A.Suppasri, M.Heidarzadeh,
B.Adriano, C.T.Chua, F. Imamura

Simulation and Spectral Analysis of the 2016
Fukushima Earthquake Tsunami in Sendai Bay,
Japan

S. Narita, S. Sato, F. Imamura

Proposal of Balloon-Type Signs for Tsunami
Evacuation Buildings
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IRIDeS-IRDR co-organized UCL Grand Challenge Workshop and Resilience
Symposium (2023/7/22 - 28)

Theme : International research collaboration activities, Resilience, Disaster risk reduction
Place : Institute of Risk and Disaster Reduction, University College London, United Kingdom
URL : https://www.ucl-japan-youth-challenge.com/programme-2023/

The UCL Grand Challenge Workshop and the resilience symposium was held and co-
organized by IRIDeS and IRDR (UCL’s Institute for Disaster Risk and Reduction) at University
College London (UCL) on the 24" and 28™ July respectively under UCL-Japan Youth
Challenge 2023 (started from the 22" July). The UCL-Japan Youth Challenge, a prestigious
annual summer school program which has a tremendous reputation and impact since 2015
allow opportunity for pre-university students from Japan and the UK attend a series of
university-style lectures on a wide range of subjects by academics from leading UK universities
including University of Cambridge and UCL. In Cambridge, a lecture was given by Sir Rory
Bristow KCMG. He served as British Ambassador to Afghanistan during the turmoil there. In
addition, meetings were held with researchers in Cambridge who are working in areas such
as the brain sciences, robotics and nutrition. Lively discussions ensued regarding academic
fields in both Japan and the UK.

UCL engage in UCL Grand Challenge Workshop. Faculty members and students from IRIDeS
and IRDR contributed to both events as this year's theme is “resilience”. Associate Prof.
Anawat Suppasri (Tsunami Engineering Lab) currently visiting UCL-IRDR and Researcher
(Specially Appointed) Miwako Kitamura (International Research Collaboration Office) are one
of the organizing committee members for this year.

On the 28™ July, the resilience symposium started by welcome messages from Prof. Shinichi
Kuriyama (IRIDeS’s director) and Prof. Joanna Faure Walker (IRDR’s head) followed by group
presentations from students. The second half of the symposium started by a presentation from
Fukushima prefecture followed by presentations from both IRIDeS and IRDR faculty members,
Assoc. Prof. Anawat Suppasri, Dr. Lisa Guppy (IRDR), Researcher (Specially Appointed)
Miwako Kitamura and Prof. David Alexander (IRDR and Tohoku University’s Professor (Cross-
Appointed)) and closing speech by Prof. Masahiro Yamaguchi (Tohoku University’s Vice
President for Education Reform and Global Engagement). There were more than a hundred
participants attended this resilience symposium.

Text and photos from
Anawat Suppasri (Tsunami Engineering Lab)
Miwako Kitamura (International Research Collaboration Office)

(continues to the next page)
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UCL Grand Challenge Workshop

Presentations by highschool students

Closing speech by Prof. Yamaguchi

Reception’s opening speech
by UCL's Professor Ohnuma
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Welcome messaege by Prof. Kuriyama

Presentation by Prof. Alexander

Group photo of orginizing commiitee
members and speakers

Reception’s opening speech
by Prof. Yamaguchi
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T—AEER ULCHSENREDFRICET DM & 4 DDERMRMBEIETHD IKEEL
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MEEUIVIVIHBL ZUCRIEARE - BERHAY Y F U IHRRNSE. & 28 FED
tyyayhahnELE, WFNDty Y3y TE, ST, HERTIBEDNSHED
&R EXTMAODERIE. 518 « EEOBRIEZHNDIRFOIMNIENERSN., BRMLEZ
BUCERERD,. SBOZREOHBIEZNDICENTEI UL, REICEUE—FIRKD,
FEICSIESHSSTFETIORDIMRDOREE. BICEFHREBLCHNKIDBRICHEN
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58 8 @ APRU 2 F I\ —KY2—RY—VaRELEL= (2023/7/24-27)

TV BR&E. APRU, VILFN\T—R
B P RICARZUSHZERERTPN

2023F 7R 24 -27 B0 4 BEICHEED, 80 APRU VILFN\Y - RTIVY—RD
— USSR PAICTRESNZI UZ, FERIOTREEBADZEICLD, 2019 F 7 B
DUV —RD—)LBEREEZREIC. 2020 - 2022 0 3 FEEAY S VKA TITD
TEIFUEN SHFQ 4 FSDOMERBESCRDI UL, SNE « #BESH. 13 DEC
MIROEEZEED 43 BNEFBLE UL,

RN Tl RBEBERIEAFME. PEUP—F -0\ APRU Ry FDO—=D « 25
JOUSABEYZPT LD —, %mL—Fﬁﬁb‘b%ﬁnd)}i}“‘D\@‘Oi Ulc,

MNBRKE KRR OLEREDHD, NEBHKXU 2 BEICEIBAFADHEN . REBK
AREBINDSDHEIORBRZE LT, #HstE. BIHEE. NUVAEPBE, BRENMREFRE
DIRRISERDSBHRZTNE UL, SHEDBEESY 1 FUEUTDOEDTT,

o NEEBHIR (HRMLKEEISHIROE)
Recovery from the 2011 Great East Japan Earthauake and Challenges for
the Future.
o P« TIVRIBPA KEEXUETP =N+ THRDE)
'Whose lessons do we learn? 3.11 and Disaster MemoryJ
o T)IIF—3IR (EEEEERBHFEDE)
Health management in disaster |
o Y3V EURARBEHE (858 UEXEP—N1THEDE) « LB FIHERIR
(B28) (BEXLEEREFDE) « BEB—EHIR B —ND1 THREDE)
The human dimension in disaster research: Case studies of history and
interdisciplinary collaboration to benefit everyone.|
o REFHR (HIRMLKEESHAIOE)

[Role of stakeholders in disaster risk reduction.]

2 BEOFRIPICIE. ZEHEMH. B NGO (CWS Japan) NSEEIDRFOHEIC
RITDZNZNDOREICDONTEU. FRIZTIN—TI—D&GTNX UL, TI—TI—=2
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3 BB} #EBEICEAIDIRHMFREL T NUITFINZPRET—EIR, REAZE,
FRRZOHEMRDOEFIRNSEEREZTH UL, FEIE. TIL—TD=0O0H1F0HN,
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[C. REOYV—RT—ILDTOITSLAESSICRESETCNEENEBZTNIET,

Y& | RETF (HEFGKEEISHSDET)
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REFREXFICOEEERBEDEERBEASZE URITIZ ACT HROEERBENEME
B0, BEORBZBHICARETOF—LAEILT « VD, BRIE - HEDH DTS, ABLHETE
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DEEZEMINONLEDIEZOEEZEORRFTI., CORRU. ERAENLNS 100 F
DA VT T, BRRFADINEFB—EIR (2030BRMBKE P Y T IIHET D « 0.
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NNZEREZR (BRILEEREFDE). PHREFRITERR (CRE). SHEHR
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TV . BROUETHRMAR. ME., MENL., 2B, EEEEE. SDGs
B T ERAEEFE
URL : https!//www.woodforum.jp

2023 8R4 21 B (B). RFRAZMEF v V/\ R (REREFEAFMAF - BF
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REVAS TFHSEXBFEMXAMRAAL 27— VIS, WEEEFRCH, [UREEICKDINE
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ERRBAREZER (1 VDI —I 3V, MEFTES. RMIREOARMAAEERBIEHKEED
BODICDONTEERT LE UE, ELICHRMIRZOME « AR ENEDRIN O TII,
WHMBERDELEIRROWMSBIEOER, J)IZ8& UL WEBDEIR, AFOMEIREBTD
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BADEETECIDITVISAFI—VEBULCHROERRELEZ I RINDRE, B
B« MREUVTROSNDERDHDQMESZ, FLFLI UL, FRERICIIZIOBEEHD
FEOoN. RS - WEBRS - EXBIES COM TRERRRBDTONE UL,
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BHFBT2  TBEANLVY FR =T ITEZDFEENCDINT]
INM—BB (BAXL Y R =T TR )

anp

BRI =
58 58
BEDRKRTF =%

X&E R BA (2030 BEMKE XY T IIHES D 1 )

67


https://irides.tohoku.ac.jp/
https://www.woodforum.jp

B E B/ AUCLIRREMOIRIRNERIIRBRETVVELE (2023/8/24~25)

TV I VHDEBTFC/NR WREM/NR) ICKDBHEPDIRBENE (RH)) FIERBRZXENE
= B UODEHPRELNREE

2023 ($#0 5) 88 24 B (K) ~25 B (&) . WHEHOEEREICIERE
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CORERI. BHAAENDETHDHKICHRDIEEEBNDICEITDIHRE. RIEARKFE
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LRFEANSSLUBEERE SEXUEP—N1THADE) CHRORE—HEHE (BE
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EERTIE BHATEEUTHFC NADEAD OEBHMFIOBES D S TR L. XEM
[CKDOTFCNRADZEFD AR ZERBIRSE DA (2QFC/NATODHRBICK o Cetst
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fEsR 0, RRICHBNRE UCBEDIREEDRETFDZRB/NH D ENERINFK LIS,
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TV KEMYI0INI s TP —ARIA R (PFA)
B P RIEKRZUSRZEEMFT (EREWLE™

2023 &£ 8 B 26 B (). 2EWEIIEHMORILAFNERNFZHEHARAICHINT,
(O D —BKERBEBRAMOBER OIS L] $EX VI IVT PEEHDERINTE
Lz, JO0SLAEEES8E (BEERSE. REBERE) MNHEEZELELE, B8
=T 1 R—I—ZBDDERKREZEHIR KEEEBREHBNEDET) HSBEEESEL
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BMCEBRECCADT P —KEEFK (EBEHRERH. PFA/SPRRBE LU=
—. BRARIMNEL) ZRIBEL. KEWR PFA @ 5 DOREBRAI. #EEBNDE UG, R
INZBELZICDNTEVF LR, PFA &3 $EDTFONERICFEE. BEHDA.
AA REICXT LU TITDOCEDTEDINRDOINSNTZIMENZIEDIIEE., MEBREIDEITS
BROBUTEZDRDICEELZENDTT, HEMADRIENARFICE TDORE - QM. @
BHEE, Q@DENN, @BEC « MIFOWMHRE GREAICBBULEESICRITTED. &L
DCE). OFLE] OREBRAINETEEECTHD., BB [DFZE « QN [OFHESE
=] ZRTTNBH. ZOTRIVESERREBRUREREETSCE. EHEEEEN
TEBRCEEBLTIDLDCEBRBETSCE] IMRBEBOEBTHD. EXNERIS
NFEUFUEZ, SBIC TADEND] ITDNT. A ED -« BREEEDDEHDHDRD
FIREQREC L, #HNERE - I 2"V —Y3VEEDCEBAUT. MBOMELESD
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TV ZEWHTNEELE U T 1 [CRDIEHICEIT DSERARBRERNE
B B SEEHRESES - 28EH STEP (SAHBNSEEARY RTS5Y)

2023 (HF05) #9818 (& ~28 (D) I, SEWHEABIUTAHSINDZE
WANRY RTSY (UF STEP) [CRNT, MEEEUFT 1 (Crwalks) ZRIAE LTk
TENCRIT DRAERBEZRMELE UIC, CORRIS. ZESBHBCHNTREI DL
[FRSTIRICEST, NEEEUT 1 Z2EAI DT ENBHTEIOITICIEDN. £VD
CEZERIDEHIC, ERITEEZUTCVERWELET, MBROULBSEHCONTORP YT
— MBACK > TMWERHSERRDSEREZTOIZBDTI,

COXRERI. ZEWHESHIBMOBKICHDIBEEHNDICREITIRE. ~3588E
KA EARZEDODIEENEE « BHOICEDNT. ZNZNHLOSERESNSNLUK UL,
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12th Conference of the Pacific Rim Community Design Network: "Looking Back
and Looking Forward: Community and Justice in Crisis": Conference and site
visits (2023/9/16-18).

Themes: Community recovery, community planning, disaster reconstruction, recovery, The Great
East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami, nuclear disaster, Fukushima, International
Symposium,

Place: IRIDeS, Sendai City, Futaba Town, Namie Town, Minami-Soma Town, Tomioka Town

URL.: http://prcdnet.org/working-conferences-papers/2023-tohoku/

From Sept. 16-18th, the 12th Conference of the Pacific Rim Community Design Network: "Looking
Back and Looking Forward: Community and Justice in Crisis" was held in Tohoku, including a
symposium at IRIDeS, and field visits to disaster-affected communities in Fukushima. With more
than 115 participants, this event was co-organized by the International Research Institute of
Disaster Science (IRIDeS) of Tohoku University, co-chaired by Assoc. Prof. Maly Elizabeth
(International Research Collaboration Office), and the Foundation for Ecological Democracy, in
collaboration with the The Pacific Rim Community Design Network.

The Pacific Rim Community Design Network was first launched at the University of California,
Berkeley in 1998, and for the last 25 years has been bringing together leading community design
scholars and practitioners from Japan, Taiwan, and the United States. The network has provided
a vehicle for collaboration and mutual support, as well as a forum for a comparative understanding
of community design in the fast-changing political and social context of the Pacific Rim, with
network members now in countries including Australia, Canada, China, Ecuador, Indonesia, Japan,
New Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, and the United States.

A celebration of the 25th anniversary of the network, this event was the first time to meet in person
post-pandemic, and as the first meeting in Japan since 2010, it was also the first time for the
network to gather in the disaster-affected area after the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami
of March 11, 2011. Taking the theme of justice and community design, the focus of the event was
on visiting and understanding the current situation of disaster-affected communities in Fukushima.

On Sept 16th, participants visited Futaba Town together, and from the evening and on Sept 17th,
split into 4 smaller groups, who stayed in and visited different communities in Odaka in Minami-
Soma, Tomioka, Futaba, and Namie, exploring different themes including youth, storytelling, and
community recovery. Coordination for the field visits was carried out with the collaboration of many
network members, and from Tohoku University: Assistant Professor Julia Gerster (Disaster Culture
and Archive Studies) and Prof. Aya Kubota (Graduate School of Engineering, Architecture and
Urban Design Course, Tohoku University)

On the 18th, participants came back together for the Big Table gathering at IRIDeS, in Sendai. In
the morning, each group shared what they had seen and learned, followed by a special
presentation from Prof. Kota Kawasaki of Fukushima University, a comment from Professor
Emeritus Randy Hester (Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning at the University of
California Berkeley), and a discussion with all participants. More than 40 participants presented
their research in poster presentations, including IRIDeS faculty: Assoc. Prof. Maly Elizabeth,
Researcher (Specially Appointed) Miwako Kitamura (International Research Collaboration Office),
and Visiting Researcher Naomi Chiba (Disaster Humanities and Social Science Division).

In the afternoon, a symposium on the 25th anniversary of the network included a special keynote

presentation from Prof. Randy Hester, looking back on the history of the network, and a panel
discussion looking forward.

Text and Photos by: Maly Elizabeth (International Research Collaboration Office)
(continues to the next page)
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Large group photo of all participants on Sept. Small group participants who visited
16 in Futaba Town Tsushima area of Namie Town, on Sept. 17

Big Table Gathering on the morning of Sept 18, Special Keynote
sharing their field visit experiences Presentation
from Prof.
Randy Hester in
the Sept 18
Symposium

Panel discussion Group photo of participants
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International collaboration on the 2023 Southeastern Turkiye earthquakes
under J-RAPID has started (2023/09/20-21)

Theme : International research collaboration activities, digital archive, disaster mitigation education
Place : Middle East Technical University (METU), Ankara, Turkiye

Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST) has announced ten projects on the 2023
Southeastern Turkiye earthquakes under the J-RAPID collaborative research/survey program
for urgent research. There are two projects from IRIDeS that have been granted including
“Creation support and utilization of the 2023 Kahramanmaras Earthquake related digital
archive” project lead by Prof. Fumihiko Imamura from IRIDeS and Prof. Ahmet Cevdet Yalciner
from the Middle East Technical University (METU). Assoc. Prof. Anawat Suppasri and Assoc.
Prof. Akihiro Shibayama are also members of IRIDeS side. Prof. Imamura and Assoc. Prof.
Suppasri made their first visit to Turkiye during the 20" and 215t September after starting the
project. On the 20™" September, they both gave invited presentation about their collaboration
on tsunami and disaster mitigation for more than 30 years at METU. On the 215t September,
there were some meetings conducted at Coastal and Ocean Engineering Division (METU),
Civil Engineering Department, School of Education (METU) and Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) to discuss several matters regarding the disaster data collection,
data archiving and contribution for the other projects such as data sharing, risk assessment
and disaster mitigation education.

More information: https://www.jst.go.jp/pr/info/info1635/index_e.html

Prof. Imamura’s invited presentattion A meeting at Coastal and Ocean
Engineering Division, Civil Engineering
Department
A meeting at School of Education A meeting at JICA

Text and photos . Prof. Fumihiko Imamura and Assoc. Prof. Anawat Suppastri
(Tsunami Engineering Lab)
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Symposium on Memories and “Negative History”: How to convey the 3.11
Disasters? Co-organized by IRIDeS and the Hoover Institution of Stanford
University (2023/9/23)

Theme: Disaster Storytelling, cultural and collective memory, difficult pasts
Venue: IRIDeS, Namie Town

The multilingual Symposium (Jp-Eng) held on Saturday, September 23, 2023 brought together
scholars and experts to discuss cultural memories, disaster storytelling, and Kamishibai. Organized
Asst. Prof. Julia Gerster, Assoc. Prof. Akihiro Shibayama (Disaster Culture and Archive Studies) of
IRIDeS, Stanford University Hoover Institution research fellow Dr. Kaoru Ueda, and Kamishibai
director Ikumasa Teppei, the event aimed to explore how historical experiences, particularly those of
war, and disasters, are transmitted, expressed, and archived through various mediums. In total, on the
first day about 170 people participated onsite and online, and 36 people joined the Fukushima and
Kamishibai tour to Namie Town on the second day.

The morning session commenced with thought-provoking presentations under two thematic sessions.
In Session 1, titled "Cultural Memories and Objects as Storytellers,” speakers delved into the
complexities of narrating historical experiences. Prof. Shinzo Araragi from Yamato University and
Sophia University reflected on the challenges of recounting war and colonial experiences,
emphasizing the nuanced ways these narratives are passed on through generations. Prof. Andrew
Gordon from Harvard University (online) provided insights into the rhyming history of disasters,
drawing parallels between the Ashio copper mine pollution incident and the Fukushima nuclear
disaster, and Prof. Ryo Morimoto from Princeton University (online) presented on a hidden archive of
TEPCO that conveys their employees’ experiences, while also discussing the complexities of
preserving historical records.

Session 2, focusing on the "Transmission and Expression of Memories," further enriched the discourse.
Assoc. Prof. Shosuke Sato (Disaster Resilient Society Promotion Lab) analyzed the current landscape
of disaster storytelling activities in Japan, highlighting the significance of passing down experiences of
catastrophes across generations. Asst. Prof. Anna Wiemann from Ludwig-Maximilians-Univeritét
Munchen explored storytelling through the lens of Zeitzeugen in Germany, shedding light on diverse
approaches to recounting historical events. Asst. Prof. Gerster addressed the challenges in
transmitting disaster memory in the regions of Iwate, Miyagi, and Fukushima after the 3.11 Great East
Japan Earthquake.

Following a stimulating morning of presentations, attendees could witness a live Disaster Kamishibai
Performance. The performance, introduced by Ms. Mihoko Murakami, Mr. Tetsuo Murakami, and Mr.
Ikumasa, was based on experiences of tsunami survivors in Fukushima Prefecture.

In the afternoon session, the focus shifted to "Historical Studies of Kamishibai and Digital Archives."
Mr. Taketoshi Yamamoto from the NPO Institute of Intelligence Studies and Prof. Sharalyn Orbaugh
from the University of British Columbia (online) delved into the role of Kamishibai as a tool for
propaganda during wartime, offering critical insights into the manipulation of narratives for political
purposes. Dr. Kaoru Ueda from the Hoover Institution Library & Archives at Stanford University
explored the digitization of Kamishibai, underscoring the evolving nature of storytelling mediums and
their impact on collective memory.

(continues to the next page)
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The symposium culminated in a lively panel discussion, providing an opportunity for speakers and
attendees to engage in dynamic exchanges. In particular, connections and differences between
storytelling and memories of natural hazard disasters and wars were discussed.

Day 2 of the event, scheduled as a Fukushima and Kamishibai Study Tour under the lead of Kamishibai
director lkumasa Teppei, offered participants a hands-on experience to visit significant sites and
engage with local narratives firsthand. During the one-day excursion, the participants had the chance
to watch Disaster Kamishibai performances at the places significant to the story, such as the Ukedo
Elementary School disaster heritage site, and an abandoned cow shed in the nuclear exclusion zone.
The Kamishibai plays were performed by disaster survivors, evacuees and returnees in Namie Town.

Overall, the Symposium and Study Tour served as platforms for interdisciplinary dialogue, fostering
greater awareness and appreciation for the complexities of cultural memory, disaster storytelling, in
the aftermath of historical and contemporary crises.

More information and abstracts can be found at the event page:
(Eng):https://irides.tohoku.ac.jp/eng/event/detail---id-6281.html
(Jp): https://irides.tohoku.ac.jp/event/event jn/detail---id-6279.html

Video recording of the event: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1suA7A4MPpY

Kamishibai performance accompanied by music and impression of one of the performances
held at an abandoned cow shed in the nuclear exclusion zone

Text and pictures: Julia Gerster, Akihiro Shibayama (Disaster Culture and Archive Studies)
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